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“The Enemy Within”
Explores Terror on American Soil

Durham Gets “In Focus”
Portraits are, literally and figuratively, reflections of ourselves, and the memorable ones have a 

simple, yet profound universal appeal. For well over 100 years, the name National Geographic 
has been synonymous with such photography. 

On display at the Durham Museum from August 11 to October 7, In Focus: National Geographic 
Greatest Portraits brings together a rare collection of expressive portraits and scenes from around 
the world and here at home. This collection of outstanding images, shot from the early 20th century 
to the late 1990s, not only parallels the Society’s interest in the ethnographic study of “exotic” lands, 
but also reveals the magazine’s idealized view of domestic life in the United States during the Great 
Depression and World War II. 

Such remarkable images reveal our deep-rooted connections to national identities, gender roles, 
cultural preferences, and our surroundings. They reveal the historical context of the moment while 
shedding light on larger world views that have been molded and recast over the centuries. An 
unforgettable portrait does all of these things, but most importantly, it echoes the spirit of the sitter.

Created by National Geographic and the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History, In Focus reveals the possibility to portray the 
essence of people and places in two dimensions.

From Steve McCurry’s haunting image of the green-eyed Afghan girl to lesser known scenes of tribal leaders, fishermen, and American 
workers, In Focus takes viewers around the globe and through the heights and depths of human emotion.

Many American citizens either don’t remember or don’t know that September 11th was not the first 
time Americans were threatened on their own soil.

Americans have known and dealt with acts of terror since the founding days of the Republic and 
will continue to face those challenges in years ahead. Reminding Americans of this fact is the 
Durham Western Heritage Museum’s latest exhibit, The Enemy Within: Terror in America - 1776 
to Today - a creation of Washington D.C.’s International Spy Museum™. 

From the Revolutionary War to the War on Terrorism, The Enemy Within provides unprecedented 
perspective into terror on American soil. Uncovering the forgotten stories of domestic terrorists, 
foreign agents, militant radicals, and saboteurs who have threatened America’s sense of security, 
the exhibit explores key questions: How do we identify who the enemy is? And how do we keep 
America safe without compromising the civil liberties upon which it was founded?

Organized by Evergreen Exhibitions, The Enemy Within is divided into nine major themes: the 
country’s first hundred years, anarchist violence, labor movements, the Ku Klux Klan, world wars, 
communism, political violence, social violence, and security changes in a post-9/11 world.

Each themed environment allows viewers to witness first-hand the terror and reactions of the 
government and public with the help of interactive displays, guest polling, artifacts, historical 
photos and film footage, video displays, and a timeline covering 170 acts of terror in America.

The Enemy Within: Terror in America - 1776 to Today will be on display at the Durham Western 
Heritage Museum from September 8, 2007, to January 6, 2008. For more information on The 
Enemy Within, visit www.dwhm.org. Check back often for updates on this fascinating exhibit.



From the Development 
Department
Calling all handymen and soda fountain enthusiasts! Keeping 
Union Station in beautiful working order is a big job, and we 
need your help! There are a few special projects around the 
museum for which we are seeking donations.  The museum’s 
hard working maintenance staff is in need of a few new tools, 
including a miter saw, an 18 volt cordless drill, one six-foot and 
one twelve-foot fiberglass ladder, and various other tools such 
as hammers, pliers, and screwdrivers. These items will cost around 
$2,500 to purchase, but will be used for years to come.  

The museum has also recently refurbished our authentic 1930’s 
soda fountain. Because we cannot buy replacement parts for the 
soda fountain, we had to haul the unit to Chicago for repair. The 
soda fountain is back up and running in the Great Hall of Union 
Station, but we could still use your help. If anyone is interested 
in helping underwrite the expenses associated with the soda 
fountain’s refurbishment, please call me at 402-444-5071 ext. 
577 or email me at muher@dwhm.org.  

As always, any donation you could make 
to your museum is appreciated! Your 
contribution will help ensure that Union 
Station remains in tip-top shape for everyone 
to enjoy. 

Thanks for your support!

Mary Uher
Director of Development

 

Executive Director’s Letter
If you have not enjoyed our extraordinary summer traveling exhibits 
you still have a window of opportunity!

Window on the West, a magnificent collection of western art, 
will close on July 15th followed by Samuel Colt: Arms, Art and 
Invention on August 12th. The Signers will remain on display until 
September 2nd. The exhibits work together to tell a story of the 
birth and growth of our nation. They contain an intriguing set of 
documents, paintings and artifacts that will likely not be shown 
together again. I encourage you to visit and enjoy!

We have also just completed the rejuvenation of our permanent 
collection space, adding color, content and images to better tell the 
story of the development of our community and our region. A part 
of that rejuvenation is a new introductory film---shown in the Mutual 
of Omaha Theater---that prepares the viewer for the expanded 
information associated with each exhibit area. If you have not 
visited the museum in the past two months you have not experienced 
the full impact of these significant changes.

The Omaha Business Hall of Fame and the Omaha Sports Hall of 
Fame have opened and video and audio presentations addressing 
the accomplishments of each member are available at the touch of 
a screen! Later this year, we will be adding a similar Ak-Sar-Ben 
Hall of Fame for your enjoyment.

The core element of our Soda Fountain has been refurbished and 
we are once again serving the sodas, phosphates and floats that 
were temporarily suspended while the unit was in the shop. Stop 
by and savor its return with the treat of your choice. Speaking of 
treats - we have added to our collection of old-fashioned candy. 
You will surely find something to tempt you!

Our fall exhibit, The Enemy Within: Terror in America – 1776 
to Today, opens September 8th and examines key events in U.S. 
history where home-grown or foreign-inspired groups practiced 
terror on American soil in pursuit of changing or overthrowing our 
government. The exhibition addresses the balance between national 
security and the preservation of civil liberties.

Our Web site provides additional information on each of our 
exhibits as well as other activities---ongoing or planned - for you, 
our members. Please visit and let us know how we are meeting your 
expectations.

We welcome your observations and suggestions. Your continued 
membership and patronage is important to us as we expand and 
refine our offerings.

Until next time,

Leo W. Smith II
Executive Director 

TIMELINES is a quarterly newsletter published for the members and 
friends of the Durham Western Heritage Museum.

EDITOR: Melissa Aden, Marketing AssociatePage 2

The Signers
Robert H. Storz Foundation
Douglas County Commissioners
Amy L. Scott Family Foundation
Dillon Foundation
Bill & Leona Kernen
The TierOne Bank Foundation

Additional Support Provided by:
Kathleen A. Best
Election Systems and Software

Window on the West
Douglas County Commissioners
Gilbert M. and Martha H. Hitchcock Foundation
The Whitmore Charitable Foundation

Samuel Colt:  Arms, Art, and Invention
Northern Natural Gas
Carmen & John Gottschalk Foundation
Peter Kiewit Foundation
The Hawks Foundation
The Durham Society
Durham Foundation
George & Sally Haddix
Cabela’s
Gail Werner-Robertson & Scott Robertson 
   and Family

Additional Support Provided by:
Hawkins Charitable Trust
Harold W. Andersen
The David Scott Foundation

The Enemy Within:  
    Terror in America – 1776 to Today
First National Bank
HDR, Inc.
Peter Kiewit Foundation
The Durham Society
Durham Foundation
Dr. C.C. and Mabel L. Criss Memorial Foundation
Adah and Leon Millard Foundation
George & Sally Haddix

Additional Support Provided by:
Greater Omaha Packing Company, Inc.

Education Program Supporters:
A.Cydog Charitable Trust
Amy L. Scott Family Foundation
Bill & Leona Kernen
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska
Cox Communications
Harper Family Foundation
Ike and Roz Friedman Foundation
Lincoln Financial Group
Nebraska Humanities Council
Peter Kiewit Foundation
Peter Kiewit Institute
Robert H. Storz Foundation
Shamrock Development
The Durham Society
The Paxton Ballroom
Union Pacific Foundation
University of Nebraska
Wells Fargo Foundation

In Partnership
Thank you to these generous supporters of the Durham Museum’s 
exhibitions and education programs:



All too often, Durham staff members are asked to detail what 
it takes to create an exhibit. Well, what’s better than going 

straight to the source and asking the experts? Here, Luis Vasquez (LV), 
Curator, and DiAnna Hemsath (DH), Assistant Curator, share what 
it took to create the exhibit, The Signers, a premiere documentary 
exhibit featuring the signatures of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence.
What goes on behind-the-scenes to make an exhibit happen? Being 
one of the first exhibits created from the Durham Western Heritage 
Museum’s own collections in recent years, the development of The 
Signers was quite a feat for the Durham’s curatorial and exhibit 
design departments.
First off, for those who aren’t familiar with The Signers exhibit, give 
a quick overview.  
LV: The Signers exhibit features 46 of the original signatures of the 
signers on varying documents, ranging from letters to land deeds that 
are a part of the museum’s Byron Reed Collection. The Signers is the 
beginning of a series of exhibits based on the Byron Reed Collection.
What does it take to prepare a fantastic exhibit like The Signers?
DH: It really is all about good planning. As the saying goes, “The 
devil’s in the details,” and exhibits have lots of details. The key is to 
start early and plan well. It does take a lot of time. Exhibit planning 
usually starts one year in advance. A few months prior to the exhibit, 
we start to focus on and devote more time to the upcoming exhibit. 
There is a lot of pre-preparation.
LV: There are steps we follow when creating an exhibit: research, 
writing, and outsourcing to fill gaps in exhibited artifacts, for example 
with The Signers, resulting in outsourcing for digital copies from the 
Library of Congress. 
DH: We then inspect the documents and review their condition.
LV: The condition of each item is a big priority. Some of the 
documents from the Byron Reed Collection 
needed immediate restoration. Not all 
documents were in the best condition. 
We outsourced the full preservation 
and stabilization of one document and 
stabilized the rest in-house.
DH: From there it’s all a process of 
elimination. There were three to four 
documents for most of the signers, so we 
reviewed the condition of the documents 
and then chose based on date, relevancy, 
and subject matter. Later, we contacted 
Tim [Director of Exhibit Design] who 
designed the exhibit and then Mick 
[Education Director] got involved to 
create corresponding programming.
LV: Yes, it’s all about team work! Teamwork between those three 
departments is essential for any exhibit we fabricate.
What do you think people would be surprised to find out about the 
creation of exhibits at the Durham Western Heritage Museum?
DH: That we’re much more informal than the average museum, which 
works to our advantage. There is less bureaucracy involved. We feel 
comfortable to just approach someone. 
LV: There is a beautiful interaction and energy that goes on between 
different departments until the exhibit gets done. We all work very 
well together. Everyone understands the science of their work mate. 
What did you want to get across to visitors with The Signers 
exhibit?

LV: Our goal is to stimulate 
and engage a personal 
connection to this historical 
event. An interesting 
component of designing 
an exhibit is figuring 
out how you want the 
information delivered. There 
is a synthesis of historical 
material and the way 
DiAnna and Karen Frizzell 
[Collections Manager] put 
information together in 
writing. Our hope is that it 
makes this time in history 
accessible.
What about the creation  
of The Signers are you  
most proud of?
LV: That the exhibit is visually  
pleasant, attractive, plus has solid substance and content.
DH: For me, that we are able to pull exhibits from in-house. The 
Signers truly compares to other traveling exhibits that we have 
brought in from other organizations. The museum provided good 
quality resources from the Byron Reed Collection and great in-house 
talent - and it all just came together.
LV: Yes, the Byron Reed Collection has been a very important asset 
for this exhibit. It allows the museum to present a collection that is 
truly important to the city of Omaha. In the past, exhibits we have 
created in-house have been very photo-motivated. This was a 
different spin. With The Signers we are promoting the Byron Reed 
Collection.

Were there many challenges in creating 
The Signers?
LV: Creating an exhibit in itself is a 
challenge. Through the Byron Reed 
Collection, we have rare documents, 
books, even ancient, antique currency. 
It’s all about finding what you have and 
deciding how it can be used. There is also 
the challenge of deciding how in-depth the 
exhibit should be - finding a good balance 
between academically-based information 
and how the information is presented.
How was the idea for The Signers exhibit 
first sparked?

LV: It was initiated a few years ago and we picked it up and took it 
beyond initial planning.
DH: Our predecessors did a lot of the initial leg work. They created 
a list of signers that we had documents from. We then had to check 
inventory, review the collection, verify documents that had already 
been chosen for the exhibit, and then create captions for each 
document. 
Why should people come to the Durham to see The Signers?
LV: This exhibit is one visitors should expect to see in the East. The City 
of Omaha has a treasure in the Byron Reed Collection. We have in 
Omaha, original documents from the actual signers.
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Assistant Curator DiAnna Hemsath carefully 
prepares a rare document for exhibition in 
“The Signers.”

Behind the Scenes: Making of “The Signers”

Now Showing at the Durham Museum!
Don’t miss out on these fascinating exhibits now  

showing at the Durham Western Heritage Museum.
Visit www.dwhm.org for information.

Window on the West:
Views from the American Frontier

Closes July 15

Samuel Colt: Arms, Art, and Invention
Closes August 12

The Signers
Closes September 2
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Results of Membership Madness
We would like to extend a special thank you to those members who 
joined the museum during the Membership Madness staff member-
ship drive. 

This year, the entire museum staff took on the task of selling mem-
berships to friends, family and business acquaintances. We are 
excited to announce that we welcomed over 150 new members to 
the museum during the months of March and April. All those who 
joined the museum through a staff member were entered to win a 
“Night on the Town” package. This year’s winner was Al Morin. We 
congratulate Al and hope all of our new members enjoy Omaha’s 
Home to History!

Members Enjoy Sam Colt Preview
On Friday, May 11, museum members joined us for a rootin’, tootin’ good time outside on the museum’s parking deck. Guests enjoyed cowboy 
music by Quick as a Wink and the Country Kickers danced to the tunes of DJ Dr. Bob. Mister Pickles served up hamburgers and hotdogs and the 
young ‘uns displayed artistic talents through their cowboy hat, boot, and vest designs. We would like to thank Steve Parker at Papillion Hy-Vee, 
Embassy Suites and Northwest Feed and Grain Company for contributing to this event. Samuel Colt: Arms, Art and Invention is on display until 
August 12. Seen for the first time outside of Hartford, Conn., the 190+ pieces that make up this magnificent collection include firearm prototypes, 
original paintings, gifts from heads of state, medals, historic photos, advertising and more, all from Colt’s personal collection.

Golden Spikes: Upcoming Programs
Golden Spikes, please join us for the following sessions:

July 3
“Identity Theft” - Judy Johns, Omaha Police Department

August 7
“Healthy Living” - Jayme Nekuda, UNMC

September 4
“Preserving Your Treasures” - Luis Vasquez, DWHM Curator

Not yet a member of the Golden Spikes? If you are a museum mem-
ber age 62 or over, we invite you to become part of this unique group. 
The Golden Spikes group meets the first Tuesday of each month at 1 
pm and is a perfect social and educational opportunity. Please con-
tact Krystal at 402-444-5071 or ksteward@dwhm.org to enroll. 

Pictured Left: 
Cowgirls participate in 
the cowboy/cowgirl fash-
ion show at the Durham’s 
member preview celebrat-
ing the opening of Samuel 
Colt:  Arms, Art and In-
vention.

Pictured Right:
Taylor Ashton Ryan was 
all duded up at the Sam-
uel Colt member preview.  
Her western-wear design 
won first place in the cow-
boy/cowgirl fashion show.  
Miss Ryan is the daughter 
of John & Sabrina Stapp.

Save the Date:
“The Enemy Within” Member Preview

Friday, September 7
6:30 - 8 pm

Members, please join us for the preview of The Enemy Within: Terror 
in America 1776 – Today.  This significant exhibit from the Inter-
national Spy Museum provides an unprecedented look at over 200 
years of terror on American soil. Additional event information will be 
included in upcoming mailings.  

Railroad Days
A Celebration of all Things “Botanical to Mechanical”

Saturday, July 14, and Sunday, July 15
9 am - 5 pm (both days)

Join the Durham Western Heritage Museum, 
Lauritzen Gardens, and the Union Pacific 
Railroad Museum for a community-wide 
celebration of Omaha’s railroad heritage. 
Only $10 per family (limit two adults) grants 
admission and transportation aboard Ollie 

the Trolley to each venue’s fantastic attractions and events. This event 
sponsored by Union Pacific Railroad. For more information on this 
fun-filled family weekend, go to www.dwhm.org.
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Hitchcock Museum Shop
The Hitchcock Museum Shop will hold its Semi-Annual 
Sidewalk Sale on July 13th, 14th, and 15th with “blow 
out” prices on discontinued merchandise. The sale 
will be set up in the Great Hall for your shopping 
convenience.      

Also, visit our Museum Shop to see our continually 
changing line of exhibit and cultural-related 
items. We’ve added a number of locally-made 
Nebraska products to our selection, such as soy 
candles, fragrant soaps, bird feeders, windmill kits, 
specialty foods, and other items.  Watch for details 
in the next Timelines Newsletter about our Holiday 
Member Shopping Event in November.

Volunteer of the Year: Mary Moberg
A volunteer at the Durham since the late 1980’s, Mary Moberg 
has experienced a lot of change during her time at the museum. 
To be exact, one massive renovation, four executive directors, the 
changing of the museum’s name, several new staff members, and 
numerous friendships. Though one thing remains the same: she 
continually enjoys seeing how the museum develops.

A retired 
Kindergarten teacher 
with 37 years under 
her belt in the Omaha 
Public School system, 
Mary says, “It’s 
good to know there 
is a world outside 
of school.” She says 
her favorite parts of 
volunteering are the 
people, staff and 

visitors and that she is “thankful to be able to do it. [I] hope to 
keep volunteering for years to come.”

Joining the Staff
Stephanie Brandes has joined the 
Retail Staff full-time as supervisor of 
the Soda Fountain and Candy Shop. 
She will also be assisting with the 
Gift Shop and Front Desk. Stephanie 
brings lots of entertainment-concession 
experience from her previous position 

as Assistant Manager of Concessions at the Henry 
Doorly Zoo. 

Valerie Nellor has been hired as 
the Durham Museum’s new part-time 
Retail Associate. Valerie’s duties 
include assisting in the retail areas 
during the week and overseeing 
retail areas on the weekeknds. 
Valerie brings assistant management  
experience from Famous Footwear, Shoe Depot  
and Rave. 

The Durham Museum warmly welcomes both ladies. 
Be sure to stop by and say hello to these new 
additions to the Durham staff.

Soda Fountain & Candy Shop
Our authentic fountain is back and fully operational 
after significant restoration work. Stop by the Soda 
Fountain and try an old-fashioned Ice Cream Soda or 
Phosphate. And don’t forget the Candy Shop! Now with 
even more old-fashioned candies to choose from, you’re 
sure to find something to satisfy that sweet tooth! 

Mary helping customers at the Candy Shop

Marvin and Kay Andersen greet a group  
of school students before their tour begins.  

Volunteers of the Month:
April: Katherine Howard
May: Thomas Dunkleman
June: Julie Lunn

Upcoming Volunteer Events:
July 10- Brown Bag Luncheon
August 7- Brown Bag Luncheon
September 4- Brown Bag Luncheon 

Volunteer Corner

May was a record month for the Education Department with over 
3,000 students visiting the museum!  Thank you, Docents, for all of 
your help with the students.

There are numerous ways to get involved at the Durham 
Western Heritage Museum.  Please contact Audrey Labens, 
Volunteer Coordinator, at alabens@dwhm.org or  
402-444-5071 ext. 556 to learn about all 
of the exciting volunteer opportunities the 
museum has to offer!

Audrey Labens 
Volunteer Coordinator
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Gritty City: “Don’t get left behind this year!” 

Let’s Celebrate!
The Durham is the perfect place to celebrate a birthday! Our new and improved birthday parties feature games, 
fun, and gifts for everyone. Members receive a discounted rate and party themes include All Aboard, Birthday 
Express, Log Cabin, Wacky Wizardry, Edible Science and Birthday Roundup. For reservations or questions, call the 
education department at 402-444-5027.

Gritty City Tours
The Gritty City tours are back and better than ever!  Join 
us for a look at Omaha’s past with three tours: “The Gritty 
City”, “Millionaires and Mansions” and “The Magic City.”  As 
there are a wide range of dates and times available, be 
sure to check our Web site for specific tours. Tours last about 
an hour. Call the education department at 402-444-5027 
for reservations or questions. The Gritty City Tours are made 
possible by Shamrock Development, Investors Realty, Inc., and 
The Paxton Ballroom.

Hold yer horses, lil’ pardners... 

June 4 - August 10, 2007
Ages 5 - 12

Morning and Afternoon Classes Provided

Other favorites offered:
• Soldier in the Civil War 
• Under the Big Top
• Wizard School
• Drama Camp
• Dance Camp
• CSI: Omaha
• Tool Time
• and many more...

Saddle up for some summer fun at the  
Durham Western Heritage Museum’s

For a brochure, 
call 402.444.5027

Featuring:

 “Living in the Wild West”

Summer Day Camps

Kids get to lasso, ride real horses, create their own brand,  
and learn how actual cowboys and cowgirls live! 

Left to Right: Caley Felici (Education-UNL); Natasha Warner (Special Events/Membership-UNO); Joey Andersen (Education-UNK); Jason Glenn 
(Education-UNO); Nicole Learch (Education-UNO); Jeff Cosgrove (Photo Archive/Curatorial-UNO); Kate Sypal (Marketing-UNO).
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‘The Signers’ 
CLOSES

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

‘THE ENEMY 
WITHIN’ 
OPENS

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

Directo
r’s 

Tour 

11a.m.

30

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

Director’s Tour 
11 a.m.

Semi-Annual Museum Shop 

Side Walk Sale

Window on 
the West
CLOSES

Samuel Colt 
CLOSES

Gritty
 City Tour

Brown Bag 
Luncheon

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

Millionaires 
and Mansions

Magic City
Tour

Closer Look Tour
10:30 a.m.

Director’s Tour 
11 a.m.

Corporate 
Membership
Drive Begins

Reading on 
the Railroad 

11 a.m.

Closer Look Tour 
10:30 a.m.

LECTURE: “Cattle 
Towns and 

Soiled Doves”

Reading on 
the Railroad 

11 a.m.

Golden
Spikes

IN FOCUS
OPENS

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

Guided Tour 
1 p.m.

The Enemy Within
Panel Discussion 

6:30 p.m.

Reading on the 
Railroad 11 a.m.

Closer Look Tour
10:30 a.m.

Closer Look Tour
10:30 a.m.

Guided Tour:                   
Samuel Colt/ 

Signers
10:30 a.m.

Guided Tour:
The Enemy Within

10:30 a.m.

LECTURE: “History 
and Terrorism” 

6:30 p.m.

Museum Closed

Guided Tour:
The Enemy Within

10:30 a.m.

Guided Tour:
The Enemy Within

10:30 a.m.

Guided Tour:
The Enemy Within         

1 p.m.

Guided Tour:
The Enemy Within         

1 p.m.
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