
FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR PROGRAMS 

U.S. Scholars (U.S. Citizens only) 

1 - Core Programs: 

A - Chair Awards: https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-distinguished-chair-awards  

The Fulbright Distinguished Chair Awards comprise approximately forty distinguished lecturing, 

distinguished research and distinguished lecturing/research awards ranging from three to 12 months. 

Fulbright Distinguished Chair Awards are viewed as among the most prestigious appointments in the 

Fulbright Scholar Program. Candidates should be eminent scholars and have a significant publication and 

teaching record. 

B - Global Scholar Award: https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-global-scholar-award  

The Fulbright Global Scholar Award allows U.S. academics and professionals to engage in multi-country, 

trans-regional projects. As a truly worldwide award, U.S. scholars will be able to propose research or 

combined teaching/research activity in two to three countries with flexible schedule options; trips can 

be conducted within one academic year or spread over two consecutive years. 

C - Fulbright Flex Awards: https://www.cies.org/fulbright-flex-awards 

In order to engage U.S. scholars currently unable to spend extended periods of time abroad, the 

Fulbright Program welcomes applications from scholars who propose multiple, short-term stays in the 

host country over a period of one to two years. As of 2017-2018, the Flex option is now available to 

scholars interested in research, teaching, or pursuing a combination of teaching and research, and the 

catalog of awards will give detailed information on the Flex parameters for each participating country. 

Flex award scholars will be required to give public talks, participate in seminars, mentor students, and 

otherwise engage with the host country academic community. Applications that propose grant periods 

during the host institution’s academic year are preferred. 

D - Postdoctoral and Early Career Awards: https://www.cies.org/program/postdoc  

Fulbright’s postdoctoral and early career awards present an excellent opportunity for recently minted 

scholars to deepen their expertise, acquire new skills, work with additional resources and make 

connections with leading scholars in their fields. These awards are open to U.S. scholars who have 

recently completed their doctoral degree – typically within the five previous years. Scholars are eligible 

to apply if they will complete the requirements for their doctoral degree by February 1, 2019, unless 

otherwise specified in the award description. 

2 - IEA Seminars: https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-international-education-administrators-

seminars  

The International Education Administrators (IEA) seminars help U.S. international education 

professionals and senior higher education officials create empowering connections with the societal, 

cultural and higher education systems of other countries. Grantees have the opportunity to learn about 

the host country’s education system as well as establish networks of U.S. and international colleagues 



over the course of an intensive two week grant duration.  Grantees return with enhanced ability to serve 

and encourage international students and prospective study-abroad students. 

3 - Fulbright Public Policy Fellowship: https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-public-policy-fellowship  

The Fulbright Public Policy Fellowship provides opportunities for U.S. early and mid-career professionals 

and practitioners to serve in professional placements in a foreign government ministry or institution in 

partner governments around the world. Fulbright Public Policy Fellows build mutual understanding and 

contribute to strengthening the public sector while cultivating public policy experience in their desired 

area of expertise. The Fulbright Public Policy Fellowship also includes an independent research 

component that focuses on an issue that is beneficial for the host ministry and the Fellow.  

The Fellows will have an opportunity to build their knowledge and skills, provide support to partner 

country institutions, and promote long-term ties between the U.S. and the partner country through this 

flexible and innovative Fulbright program. 

4 - Fulbright Arctic Initiative: https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-arctic-initiative 

The Fulbright Arctic Initiative brings together a network of scholars, professionals and applied 

researchers from the United States, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia and Sweden for 

a series of three seminar meetings and a Fulbright exchange experience. 

At its core, the Fulbright Arctic Initiative creates a network to stimulate international scientific 

collaboration on Arctic issues while increasing mutual understanding between people of the United 

States and the people of other countries.  Using a collaborative model to translate theory into practice, 

program participants address public-policy research questions relevant to Arctic nations’ shared 

challenges and opportunities. 

Outstanding scholars from the U.S. and abroad were selected to participate in the program as Fulbright 

Arctic Initiative Scholars through an open, merit-based competition. Co-Lead Scholars provide 

intellectual leadership throughout the Program, in addition to mentoring program participants and 

facilitating discussion and collaboration among the Arctic Initiative Scholars. 

5 - NEXUS: (The competition for this year is closed) 

https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-nexus-regional-scholar-program  

The Fulbright Regional Network for Applied Research (NEXUS) Program will bring together a network of 

junior scholars, professionals and mid-career applied researchers from the United States, Brazil and 

other Western Hemisphere nations for a series of three seminar meetings and a Fulbright exchange 

experience. 

At its core, the Fulbright NEXUS Program fosters collaborative and multidisciplinary research to address 

challenging regional issues and produce tangible results. 

II- U.S. Institutions 

1 - Faculty Development Programs: https://www.cies.org/program/faculty-development-programs  



Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, the Fulbright Visiting Scholar Program for Iraq, and the 

Fulbright Junior Faculty Development Programs for Egypt and Lebanon are designed to bring junior 

scholars to U.S. host institutions for faculty development, mentoring, and cultural exchange activities.  

The intent of these 10-week programs is to equip scholars with the knowledge and tools needed to build 

the capacity of their home institutions and to advance the education of future generations. In addition, 

it lays the foundation for junior scholars and their U.S. hosts to develop long-term institutional 

relationships and to identify areas of cooperation that can be sustained beyond the grant period. 

Participating institutions will enjoy a unique opportunity to establish lasting relationships with faculty 

members at universities in the scholars’ home countries and to build upon current efforts to 

internationalize their campuses and surrounding communities. 

2 - Outreach Lecturing Fund: https://www.cies.org/program/outreach-lecturing-fund  

The Outreach Lecturing Fund (OLF) provides funding for campuses to host Fulbright Visiting Scholars, 

already in the United States, for short-term speaking engagements. During the 2018 summer there will 

be approximately 380+ scholars still in the United States. The OLF travel award is designed to enrich 

both institutions and Visiting Scholars through lectures that will promote academic disciplines and 

cultural understanding. Additionally, the OLF seeks to build relationships and partnerships with 

institutions that are currently underrepresented within the Fulbright Program as a means to promote 

future opportunities. These Priority Institutions include: Minority Serving Institutions, Community 

Colleges, Small Liberal Arts Colleges, Women’s Colleges and Art Colleges, and geographically 

underrepresented institutions. 

3 - Scholar-in-Residence: https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-scholar-residence-program  

The Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence (S-I-R) Program assists U.S. higher education institutions in expanding 

programs of academic exchange, by supporting non-U.S. scholars through grants for teaching at 

institutions that might not have a strong international component and/or serve minority audiences. 

Both the U.S. institution and the scholar grantee benefit from this experience. 

III- Visiting (Non U.S.) Scholars 

1 - Core Fulbright Visiting Scholar Program: https://www.cies.org/program/core-fulbright-visiting-

scholar-program  

Each year some 800 faculty and professionals from around the world receive Fulbright Scholar grants for 

advanced research and university lecturing in the United States. Individual grants are available to 

scholars from over 155 countries. Individuals who meet the eligibility requirements apply for grants 

through the Fulbright commission/foundation or public affairs section of the U.S. embassy in their home 

countries. 

Individual Fulbright grants are available for scholars from selected countries to conduct research, lecture 

or pursue combined lecturing and research in the United States. Under the Visiting Fulbright Scholar 

Program, scholars apply in their home country for Fulbright awards.  

 



In 50 countries the Fulbright Program is administered by binational commissions or foundations. 

Applications for Fulbright awards are received by the commissions, and preliminary selections are made 

by the commission board, with final approval by the presidentially appointed J. William Fulbright Foreign 

Scholarship Board (FSB) in the United States. In approximately 90 countries, the competition is run by 

the public affairs section of the U.S. embassy. In most countries, there is a very stiff competition for 

awards, and priorities may exist regarding disciplines, career level, type of activity, etc. 

In many countries, particularly those with binational commissions, scholars are expected to submit 

evidence that they have identified a host affiliation in the United States as part of the application 

process, well before an actual grant is awarded. Scholars usually include a letter of invitation from the 

host institution in their application materials. 

In other instances, often in countries where the competition is conducted by the public affairs section of 

the U.S. embassy, scholars apply for awards and identify their specializations. This information is used to 

determine placement at U.S. host institutions. For these grantees, the Council for International  

Exchange of Scholars (CIES) is active in confirming affiliations or arranging placements based upon the 

scholar's interests and needs. 

2 - Outreach Lecturing Fund: https://www.cies.org/program/outreach-lecturing-fund  

Same as the one under U.S. Institutions. 

3 - Fulbright Arctic Initiative: https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-arctic-initiative  

Same as the one under U.S. Scholars. 

4 - NEXUS: (The competition for this year is closed) 

https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-nexus-regional-scholar-program  

Same as the one under U.S. Scholars. 

5 - Enrichment: https://www.cies.org/program/enrichment  

The Enrichment Program, implemented by CIES on behalf of the U.S. Department of State Bureau of 

Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA), offers a variety of enrichment activities in different locations 

throughout the academic year for current Fulbright Visiting Scholars. These activities are designed to 

enable scholars to better experience America and to further the Fulbright Program’s goal of increasing 

mutual understanding between the people of the U.S. and people of other countries. 

IV- Other Programs 

https://www.cies.org/programs/other-programs  

1 - Fulbright Teacher Exchange Programs: https://www.fulbrightteacherexchange.org/  

The Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program seeks to promote mutual understanding among 

teachers, their schools and communities in the U.S. and abroad by building teachers’ and students’ 

global competence, and sharing of best educational practices internationally. 

2 - Fulbright Specialist Program: https://exchanges.state.gov/us/program/fulbright-specialist-program  



The Fulbright Specialist Program promotes linkages between U.S. scholars and professionals and their 

counterparts at host institutions overseas. The program awards grants to U.S. faculty and professionals 

approved to join the Specialist Roster in select disciplines to engage in short-term collaborative projects 

at eligible institutions worldwide. For more information about the program, including eligibility 

requirements and application guidance, visit the Fulbright Specialist Program website. 

3 - Fulbright-Hays Program: https://exchanges.state.gov/us/program/fulbright-hays-program  

The Fulbright-Hays Program awards grants to individual U.S. K-14 pre-teachers, teachers and 

administrators, pre-doctoral students and postdoctoral faculty, as well as to U.S. institutions and 

organizations. The Program supports research and training efforts overseas, which focus on non-

Western foreign languages and area studies. The Fulbright-Hays Program is funded by a Congressional 

appropriation to the U.S. Department of Education. 


